Country’s cool kid

Bentley proves twang is a hip thang
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LET'S FACE IT: a lot of kids say they hate
country. Ask them what sort of music
they like, and a huge number will an-
swer “everything but country.” It's the
genre the cool kids forgot. Dierks Bent-
ley is changing all that.

“I think there's real traditional stuff
and new stuff going on in country music
that's really cool,” the 29-year-old up
and comer from Phoenix, Ariz., says
in the sort of down-home twang you'd
expect from a country boy. “We play
so many rock bars, as opposed to tra-
ditional country bars, and, afterward, a
lot of people say, ‘Wow, | love what you
guys are doing."”

Despite his edgy style and the fact
he's never had a formal singing lesson,
this country boy has been charming
both old-school country fans and new-
bies lately. Even Nashville has taken
notice. Bentley became the youngest
and newest member of the Grand Ole
Opry — a major honour as it puts him
in the country music elite — just this
month. His latest album, Modern Day
Drifter, has the sort of my-lady-left-
me-and-my-dog-just-died tracks you'd
expect, but Bentley's stepped things
up a little. It's still country, but it's not
your grandfather's country and it's well
worth checking out.

Bentley says he doesn't necessarily
think of himself as an ambassador
for the genre — though he's certainly
becoming one, thanks in part to his
good looks — but he's happy to be able
to introduce country to potential fans
who might otherwise have avoided it.

“I've never personally viewed myself
as hot or whatever,” he says. “l always
think about myself as an underdog.
When | moved to Nashville, | just
worked and worked and struggled for
so long against the establishment.
| did my own album and that sort of
slid me in the back door. But you gotta
be able to sing, play and write. That's
what matters. Good songs are what it's
all about.”

Sadly, even Bentley knows good song-
writing and young, hot stars might not be
enough to make country mainstream.

“We play it a little louder and with
alittle more energy than the old style,”
he says, “but no matter what you do,
there are gonna be people thinking
it's about pickup (trucks). People in
New York and L.A. might just refuse to
accept it.” But if they do, they're missing
out. — JENNIFER SELK/DOSE
Check out Dierks Bentley live in:
Calgary on Oct. 26, Edmonton on Oct. 27
and Vancouver on Oct. 28.



