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We go green
More than an outdoor retail co-operative, we 

are a force for socially and environmentally 

sound business practices. Because every day 

should be Clean Air Day.

Fix
The French Revolution, an extreme example of protest, brought us the deadly guillotine ›

dose.ca

FOX: Arrested Development
for it: Critics almost universally 
agree this is one of the smartest, most 
subversive comedies to sneak on to 
network TV in years.
against: Paltry ratings. A polarizing ef-
fect on viewers, who are either hopeless-
ly addicted to it or thoroughly despise it.
prognosis: Fox is notoriously impatient 
with shows that don’t yield instant rat-
ings, so it looks like Jason Bateman and 
his crew might be looking for work soon.
also on the bubble: 
The Bernie Mac Show

CBS: Joan of Arcadia
for it: It’s a rare prime-time series 
that families seem to watch together, 
which advertisers love.
against: Ratings have dropped 
precipitously during its sophomore 
season, as has the once-deafening buzz 
that surrounded its freshman year.
prognosis: Still performs well 
enough for its Friday-night slot, 
especially among younger viewers, a 
demographic the top-ranked CBS is 
still having trouble cracking.
also on the bubble: Judging Amy

NBC: The Offi ce
for it: The series picked up creative 
steam throughout its fi rst season.
against: Viewers turned off by its 
weak fi rst episode — an ill-advised, 
nearly verbatim remake of the original 
series’s pilot — never returned. Facing 
off against Fox’s sleeper hit, House, 
didn’t help matters.
prognosis: Bleak. But, hey, at least 
Steve Carell can now appear more 
often on The Daily Show.
also on the bubble:  
Medical Investigation

Are these on-the-bubble shows about to burst?
A network-by-network guide to series on the verge of cancellation and their chances of survival

photos, clockwise from top left: courtesy of fox, cbs, global tv, ctv, wb, ctv.

On Thursday, ER’s Noah Wylie (Dr. John Carter) will become the last original 
character to leave the series. Very few shows outlast the original casts, but 
ER and Law & Order are both managing it. Here are their secrets:
1 Single-episode plotlines. When playing willy nilly with characters, a show 
can’t be cumulative. Viewers have to be able to jump on board at anytime. 
2 Consistent style. When you know what to expect in some areas, it’s easier 
to accept radical changes in others. 
3 Willingness to change. When your audience knows a favourite character 
can’t leave or die, it gets boring. It’s safer to let an audience get attached to a 
single star and ride that attachment out, but doing so can set you up for failure. 
ER got its audience used to new blood and the regular axing of seemingly key 
characters right from the beginning. — jennifer selk/dose

SHOWS THAT OUTLAST THEIR ORIGINAL CASTSNBC entertainment president Kevin Reilly will stroll on to the stage of Radio City Music Hall 
in New York City today to of! cially kick off the “upfronts” — that highly scrutinized week 
each spring when the American networks unveil their fall lineups to advertisers. But while 
companies looking to buy commercial time will be focusing on the new shows announced, 
TV addicts will be ! xated on what isn’t on the lineup — those on-the-bubble programs that 
inevitably get the axe this time of year. Here’s a network-by-network look at the series in 
most imminent danger of disappearing from the prime-time landscape. — basem boshra/dose

ABC: Jake in Progress
for it: Surpassed low expectations — 
it stars John Stamos, after all — 
to become ABC’s sharpest comedy.
against: Horrible Thursday timeslot 
(up against The O.C. and Survivor: 
Palau, most notably) and lingering Full 
House stigma did the show no favours.
prognosis: Stamos is still a brand 
name on the small screen, which might 
be enough to eke out another season.
also on the bubble:  The Bachelor

The WB: Jack & Bobby
for it: Solid critical notices. A small 
but ardently loyal core of fans and a 
creative team with a track record of 
hits (The West Wing, Everwood and 
thirtysomething).
against: Faced off against a little 
show called Lost this year. It lost.
prognosis: That loyal core of fans 
might just be too small to warrant
a renewal.
also on the bubble:  Living With Fran

UPN: Kevin Hill
for it: Taye Diggs, the star of this Ally 
McBeal-esque legal dramedy, is one 
of the most engaging leading men on 
the small screen.
against: Came out of the gate strong, 
but ratings fell sharply as the season 
progressed.
prognosis: Its fellow freshman series, 
Veronica Mars, scored similar numbers 
and has already been renewed.
also on the bubble:  Cuts

Talk about your favourite shows that are “on the bubble” at dose.ca/tvdeathwatch


