By lenniter Salk

bowe h.wi.rl;'; |1q.l:|=.-r;_'_'.:n1':-. O pather, [ love/hate

it. Vancouver, as |'ve mentioned belore, is kind

of a culiaral enigma and, inevitably, o daps
into a visit, | find myself scrabbling for new and
interesting things 1o do with my pucss, A sunny
day stroll through Granvilke Bland? Check. Dinnes
out? Check. Nude beach trip? O, if sabd guests are
prudish, repulsr beach trip? Check. Robson Streer
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That's it I'm fresh our of ideas. In's a bit of
a problem,

A few weeks apo, a fricnd arrived from
Calgary, and 1 was at ence ridiculously pleased w
see her and completely freaked abour whar |
should do with her once she arrived, Az I'm a
Vancouver-anea Ir.|:||'-'|"|.|||li. ather than a bormn-
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but | stress about showing them a good time
when they do. | get sweary just thinking abour i,

Mow of cowrse, there are many bwely things
o o in this e 1 knowe this, Theore are wine
bars a' plenry and towrist destinations galore. The
pr-'"l.ri.'lll is l:]l-'l! | .‘I:-i|'| WUARL T shicw My pakesis
'h'-llli.\.l:.'_ Vincouver. | live here, after all. [ work

ill r||n:|i.1. I '\IH"".IIiI.I E'li' -\.'|||!E 25} illl\.!lli.: ||Il\.'|1l il||.l\.|

Showing Off Your
City Isn't Easy

the sithentic cultural seene. Alag, U'm not sure
I'm doing it righ.

The vruth is; & much as 1 love dining out, |
rarchy o |:||.:.'.-.|'|I'. And the beach? It's beaudful,
b since | don’t have a dog, more pressing acrivi-
ties, like work, tend to take priorin: As for
Granville Island Marker, while it u||-.!-:-|.|'|1||.'-.||:.:
I';.a|:||||_-x &OfMe .||' ||||.- best in<an, pl'\-'-‘|1l-i.' .li|-=‘|
Jrll'n.'nl_'\ll'.-."u.' in the .,'i|:|.'. i my real like, 'my fas
meare likely to hit up my local Salc way. And
unfortunarely, hanging out ar home in front of a
Eufly rerun i not what people have in mind
when they decide to come 1o the West Coast.

[ know whar youre thinkings what about the
Planetarium, the Am Gallery, the Aquarium, Scmley
Park?® The I of alfs |.||'!:..' PR e I:I‘lth::'-. o ddo in
thiks « 1Y i% extersve. Bur in 1y midnd, those E-:I.:II;';\- 11 d
all |.:-.||i-.'.:.'. sl therelose verboten, As i ihe cose in
et urban cenires, destinations of note - the
Colosseum in Rome, Big Ben in London, the CN
[ewer in Toronuw - ae visived almost eclusively by
visitons and schookhikden and ignored by true resi-
dents. And anyway, my gucsts tend 1o be our of grade
schiool, umimpresad by both fine ar and animals in
capaiviny, and 100 Canadian o find oess particulurly
thrilling, As a result, | beel trapped ? tounis rapped.

The sad truth is, when [ first moved 1o this iy,

1 1h._|-.|__:-_|'|1 it weas |.'-.lr1||;_'l. | |.-.:-|||-.|.|1l !.\i..::l.lll.' Ol 'A'||.|I:
E-cu:]'-;:' did tor fun (hesides |'-:'i||.;'_-.:-||r|1n|h:c, thea ),
| spent my first wecks here wandering the strects,
wondering what all the fuss was about. Then some-
body invited me w a pary. Saddenby, 1 ot it The
point of this story is that while it sook a while for
me W Lap ine the culvural wene, once [ did, all was
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In the end, when people come to stay, 1 most
often end p |‘|-l'-l:.||;_; a house or dinner pany. o
inviting local friends over 1o play board games in
favour urln'-rul:n.;'.-. out on the town. As for aday-
time activities, [ ket my guests decide for them-
selves. If they want o be vourisoy {and dhey most
olten dal, I|||.':I|' can be. O one hamd, thiz feels
like a ¢ O out (and sccounts for my love hae
sipess-fest amd swealy |,'.I|‘.I|".| 1 WAETY that I'm
I‘..Ill.ill.i'_ [EF] -|‘||| '|||i-. |,'Il;:|.' il'.'\.lil,l;', .II||,| 1-|'i|i||t: Lk I:':' A
pood hostess, O the other, organizing casual
evenings is honestly what many Vancouverites do
in their spare time, s it5 a genuine cultural expe-

ricnee...snt !
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